
Noon Bible Study: Galatians 1
As we looked at Paul’s first missionary journey last week, we discovered that Paul had traveled through the region of Galatia, stopping 
at various major cities in the area along the way to preach the gospel.  It seems that he has a mix of favorable response and unfavorable 
rejection along the way.  We see a pattern developing: a first teaching stop at a Jewish Synagogue → some good/bad responses → 
larger audience hears/receives the gospel → Jewish leaders upset → cause trouble.

This “trouble” included mobs, public arguments, and violence against Paul himself. Before Paul returns to Antioch (where he was commissioned 
as a missionary), he revisits the Galatian churches & helps set up leadership and shepherds.  Here’s how Acts concludes the 1st missionary trip:

Acts 14:21-28 - After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to 
Iconium and to Antioch,  22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, 
"Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." 23 When they had appointed elders for them in every church, 
having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 24 They passed through Pisidia and came 
into Pamphylia.  25 When they had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia. 26 From there they sailed to Antioch, 
from which they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had accomplished. 27 When they had arrived and 
gathered the church together, they began to report all things that God had done with them and how He had opened a door of faith 
to the Gentiles. 28 And they spent a long time with the disciples.

Paul travelled in Galatia around 48 AD and will travel to Jerusalem around 50 AD so most scholars believe Paul is going to write this 
letter to the Galatian churches in between this time. Here’s a recap of Paul’s message. He was proclaiming the good news that God’s 
Messiah/Christ had come and his name was Jesus.  He announced that Jesus had done the good work to reconcile humanity back to God.  As a 
result forgiveness and salvation is not dependent on specific religious actions nor biological or familial ties.

Acts 13:38-39 - "Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and 
through Him everyone who believes is freed from all things, from which you could not be freed through the Law of Moses.

For Gentiles (aka non-Jewish people), this was welcomed news! They could approach the Creator God by repenting and turning to Jesus 
through faith. Receiving God’s spirit was the “mark” of chosenness. For some devout Jews, this was a bit more complicated. Until Christ 
came, the way to a relationship with God was through adherence to the law of Moses. Circumcision was the “mark” of chosenness.  So while 
many Jews believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah and embraced his way, many heard Paul’s message as a threat to Judaism as opposed  
to the glorious next part of God’s unfolding story.

And so many Jews did more than disagree, they actively worked to stop the gospel message:

Acts 13:44-45 - The next Sabbath nearly the whole city assembled to hear the word of the Lord. 45 But when the Jews saw the 
crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming.

Acts 13:49-50 - And the word of the Lord was being spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jews incited the devout women of 
prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their 
district.
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Acts 14:1-2 -  In Iconium they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such a manner that a large number of 
people believed, both of Jews and of Greeks. 2 But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of the Gentiles and embittered them 
against the brethren.

Acts 14:3-6 - Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying to the word 
of His grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands. 4 But the people of the city were divided; and some sided 
with the Jews, and some with the apostles. 5 And when an attempt was made by both the Gentiles and the Jews with their rulers, 
to mistreat and to stone them, 6 they became aware of it and fled to the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe, and the 
surrounding region;

Acts 14:19 - But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of 
the city, supposing him to be dead.

Paul has now left Galatia but, as we’ll discover as we jump into his letter to the Galatian churches, the opposition didn’t end after he left.

Galatians 1:1-5 - Paul’s Opening Greetings

Q - Does anything from this opening stand out to you in light of what we know of the context to this letter?

Paul highlighting his apostleship - coming directly from Jesus and God. It’s a Reminder that Jesus gave himself for our sins, 
according to God’s will.

Galatians 1:6-7 - Paul’s Urgent Concern

Here is the purpose of the letter spelled out. Something has happened since Paul left Galatia that has led to the Christians there 
“quickly deserting” God and turning to a “different gospel”.  Paul says that “there are some who are disturbing (the Galatians) 
and want to distort the gospel of Christ.”

Q - Based on what we have read so far in Acts, what do you think is going on here? What probably happened in Galatia since Paul left?

Paul tells the Galatians that they aren’t “deserting” him or the church, but God Himself! The gospel is the invitation to 
relationship with God and by moving away from the true gospel, they are deserting God. Look at some of the word Paul uses to 
describe how he’s processing this change

“Amazed” -θαυμάζω (thaumazo) - shock, wonder, used of Peter when he comes to empty tomb, and of crowds after 
seeing Jesus cast out a demon

“Quickly deserting” -  μετατίθημι (metatithemi) - (as opposed to slowly drifting)

“Grace” - this is a bit of an inflammatory usage of this word in this context. As we will see more of as we read the 
rest of the letter, the real battle happening is not about Jew or Gentile or Paul or other preachers, but about whether 
or not one is saved by grace or something else. Paul accuses the Galatians of moving away from “Him who called you by 
grace” to a “different gospel”. Paul’s gospel was about grace, the other messages are not. Paul will use the word 
“grace” 7x in the letter.

“Distrubing” - Greek word ταράσσω (tarasso) meaning to “stir up” or “to trouble”
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“Distorting” - Greek word  μεταστρέφω (metastrepho) meaning “to turn about”, “to pervert”. The root of the 
word implies turning away from one thing to look at another thing (cp. Turn the other cheek)

There are many issues within the church that we may have disagreement over, but the gospel is not one of those non-essential 
issues.  Paul is not pulling any punches as he addresses this.

Galatians 1:8-9 - Paul’s Admonition

Paul gives a very direct and unwavering warning to the church: if anyone comes with another gospel than what you have already 
received, not only don’t listen or believe, but know that this person is to be “accursed”.

He uses this phrase “he is to be accursed” twice in as many verses (v. 8 & 9). This is the Greek word ἀνάθεμα. While it is 
translated “accursed” or “cursed” in our English translations, the word itself means “something that is laid up or brought”. It 
was a word used for the votive offerings in the Old Testament - the kind of offering where something was set aside to be burned 
up or destroyed. Here’s more from Merriam-Webster’s Word History:

The Greek root of anathema originally meant simply “a thing devoted” or “an offering,” and in the Old Testament it 
could refer to either revered objects or objects representing destruction brought about in the name of the Lord, such as 
the weapons of an enemy. Since the enemy’s objects therefore became symbols of what was reviled or unholy, the neutral 
meaning of “a thing devoted” became “a thing devoted to evil” or “curse.” (Source: https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/anathema)

This is what Paul is saying about the people, or anyone really, who is preaching a gospel contrary to what was originally 
announced by Paul. Paul makes a lot of strong points during his ministry and the letters he will write to churches, but he only 
uses this word one other time towards those opposing Christ and His gospel (1 Corinthians 16:22).

This speaks to the seriousness that Paul has to those who are distorting the gospel itself.  At the root of the things we read in 
Acts, this is the reason why Paul is upset. People have come into the Galatian churches and said that in order to be saved (which 
is the message the gospel presents) you must do something other than or in addition to what Paul has proclaimed. This situation 
hits right at the foundational layer of the faith.

Paul is so confident that what he preached to the Galatians was right, that he even puts himself under a curse if he comes back 
to them with something new/different. Wow.

Galatians 1:10-12 - Where Paul Got His Message From

Paul is not going to begin his defense of the gospel and his own ministry. He opens up by saying that his motivation is to be 
pleasing to God and be a servant of Jesus Christ. He’s not doing this to be liked by other people or win their approval or 
accolades. This is going to make more sense in the next section of Scripture where he will mention some well known Christian 
leaders. His point is that he’s prioritizing being right over popularity and being liked.

Paul begins to give his resume and cite his source material for the gospel he preached. He tells/reminds the Galatians that Jesus 
Christ himself preached the gospel to Paul and appeared to him on the road. He is challenging the Galatians to consider the source 
of the contrary messages they received. Who was it that preached the “different gospel” to them and under whose authority were 
they speaking?
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Galatians 1:13-24 - Paul’s Journey

Q - Why is Paul recounting his biography and conversion story?

Paul is trying to make the point that Jesus himself is the one who influenced his change. Though Paul did journey to Jerusalem and 
have interaction with other apostles/disciples (including Peter and James), it was after he had already met Jesus and after he 
had come to know the message/truth of Jesus.  It was God who called Him, through Christ and that’s his resume to be able to say 
“what I preached to you was the gospel truth.”

Paul reminds the Galatians that he was a zealously adherent Jew and at one time would have been leading the charge of the very 
Jewish opposition that had likely come into Galatia to distort what he had preached - but that he left that movement because he 
met Jesus the Messiah.  He’s bolstering his claim to authority by referencing his own repentance and the journey he traveled to 
arrive at the truth.

In short: Jesus himself revealed the truth to Paul and he didn’t consult with other humans to figure it all out. He is the rare 
individual who got direct line access to the gospel from God and Christ. So when he speaks it, listen to it and believe it and 
judge all other versions you might hear against it.

We will get into more of Paul’s story when we pick up again but we’ll pause here for now.  Paul is not happy about what happened when he 
left Galatia. The biggest problem is that the gospel message itself was being attacked and distorted.  We learn from his language that 
the gospel is a (the?) critical piece that we need to know, and know well.

Brothers and sisters, we need to get the gospel right.  We can have and work through differences on end-times timelines, the best (or 
worst) type of music to have in church, which version of the Bible is best, and even more touchy subjects like the gifts of the Spirit, women 
in ministry, divorce & remarriage or the role of the church in the political world.  But we can’t miss the gospel.

The gospel message is initial information that if heard and believed will result in salvation. It is the invitation to a relationship with 
God through Christ. Without the invitation, you don’t get into where you’re hoping to go. And so if you have the wrong invitation or even 
more dangerous, a counterfeit version of the “right” one, you’re not going to “get in.”

In our case today, we did not receive the gospel from Paul the apostle himself. We are not eyewitnesses to the resurrection of Jesus and we 
didn’t hear Galatians when it was first read to the saints in that region. We have more work that is required to sort through the mess of 
Christianty and the church today. We don’t have the luxury that our pastors or preachers or podcasters can say “don’t listen to anything 
else anyone says because what I just told you is 100% pure gospel truth.”

More work is involved for us. We need to study the Scriptures, pray, rely on the spirit, have good and godly conversations and 
discernment.  Yet at the same time, God in His good grace has preserved the gospel and it’s a lot simpler than we might think. 

As we read the Gospels, Acts and the rest of the New Testament, we discover that in its simplest form we know the good news announcement 
relates to these simple truths: Jesus Christ died. Jesus Christ was raised. Jesus Christ is coming again.

There’s a lot more we know is packaged in those truths, but that’s the core of the message. We will spend our lifetime digging in and 
swimming in the glorious truths of this saving message.  So we stay on guard, and teachable and hungry for the good news that has been 
announced and is being held out as an invitation to us today.
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